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Dear Sierra Oaks families,

Please join me in thanking our vice principal, Mrs. Allison, for the support she has provided to all of our 
students, sta�, and families over the course of the last year and a half.  At the same time, please join me in 
wishing Mrs. Allison the best in her promotion to interim principal at Whitney Elementary. Mrs. Allison’s 
last day at Sierra Oaks will be Friday, December 21st, as we head into the holiday break. She will begin as 
interim principal of Whitney Elementary upon returning from the break. Mrs. Allison, you have been an 
amazing vice principal! You have brought an unwavering positive attitude and energy to Sierra Oaks K-8, 
and I have the utmost respect for the way you support our students with care and consistency. I speak for 
myself, but I believe the sta� would agree, we are all the better for having had the opportunity to work with 
you. You will be a great principal! Congratulations!   

Just as Mrs. Allison has begun her transition to interim principal, Sierra Oaks has begun to transition 
Mrs. Allison’s replacement. Please join me in welcoming Allison Kozel to Sierra Oaks as our new interim 
vice principal to start the New Year! Mrs. Kozel has been a teacher and the academic coach at Kingswood 
K-8 for the past 6 years where she has had her hand in all things student achievement and K-8 related, from 
intervention and SSTs, to professional development and academic classroom support. I know she is 
extremely excited to have this opportunity and get to know the Sierra Oaks community. Mrs. Kozel has 
taught at most grade levels, K-6, and taught at Whitney and Del Dayo prior to Kingswood. She and I have 
planned to have her visit Sierra Oaks this week and next, and she will be properly introduced when we 
return from the Holiday Break.  

Lastly, but certainly not least, the state has released the new California School Dashboard with school, 
district, and state data from the 2018 CAASPP test, ELPAC, as well as absenteeism and suspension data.  
Sierra Oaks K-8 is proud to have made a 10.2 point increase in English language arts and a 14.6 point 
increase in Mathematics from 2017 to 2018. We are also proud to have decreased chronic absenteeism by 
1.9%, an accomplishment which has earned additional recognition within the San Juan Unified School 
District. Go to https://www.caschooldashboard.org to search Sierra Oaks, and take a closer look. If you 
should have any questions, I am more than happy to help.  

We return from the break on Tuesday, January 8th, 2019. Until then, I hope all of you have the happiest of 
holidays and New Year with friends and family. See you in 2019!

Sincerely,
Matt English
Principal, Sierra Oaks K-8 School 



December 21: Kinder Christmas Performance  
 8:30-11AM
December 14:   Middle School Awards 
 Assembly 1:45-2:35pm

December 14: Visitation 8:20 -9:20

December 24      Winter Break
- January 7:

January 7: No School/ Teacher Work Day

January 8: Return to School

DECEMBER 2018
IMPORTANT DATES

OPEN ENROLLMENT INFO
Monday, Dec. 3, 2018 @ 8 a.m. to 
Friday, Jan. 18, 2019 @ 5 p.m. 
For Grades Kindergarten through 12th  
(Parents will be notified by letter of the Open 
Enrollment Lottery results in February 2019)
THE OPEN ENROLLMENT LOTTERY IS ONLY FOR 
RESIDENTS of the San Juan Unified School District 

Open Enrollment is NOT on a FIRST-COME, 
FIRST-SERVED basis. A computerized random 
selection will determine which students are accepted 
for their choice schools.

Parents will need to submit a separate request for each 
student they wish to submit for the Open Enrollment 
Lottery. Parents may select ONLY ONE SCHOOL for 
their choice in the Open Enrollment Lottery

MEDICATION IN SCHOOL
In order for students to take any kind of medication 
in school, including cough drops, antibiotics, inhalers, 
etc., an Authorization for Medication Administration 
must be filled out and signed by the parent and doctor 
and filed with the school o�ce. Forms are available 
from the o�ce.

DROP OFF AND PICKUP
Reminder - Students can be dropped o� for school at 
7:35 am, for breakfast or 7:55 if not eating, Students 
should be picked up promptly at the end of the school 
day, 2:35 pm.  

TARDIES AND ABSENCES
If your student arrives after the start of school, they 
should come to the school o�ce to check in. Otherwise, 
they may be marked absent for the day. The o�ce only 
has five days to clear absences. You may respond to 
the email generated by the system, call the 
attendance line (24/7) at 916-979-8394, or 
sierraoaksabsence@sanjuan.edu to report by email.

BOX TOPS
Mrs. Atherley is collecting box tops. Start bringing them 
in to the library. The class that brings in the most box tops 
this school year will receive a party. Please remember to 
place them in a baggie and write Room # or name on 
the baggie. 

PTA MEETINGS
PTA meetings are every first Thursday of the month in 
the library at 7:00AM.
SAVE THE DATE:
Next PTA meeting: 1/10
Disco Bingo: 1/11
Questions about any of these events? 
Interested in helping out? 
Contact Darcey at jdsfam@gmail.com

BEFORE SCHOOL
To ensure the safety of all of our children, we ask that all 
students remain in the cafeteria, or in the courtyard until 
7:55 am. We do not have supervision in other areas around 
campus to monitor students before that time. Students 
may arrive on campus at 7:35 am. We appreciate your 
support in keeping all students safe.

LOST AND FOUND 
The lost and found will be going to a good home during 
Christmas break. So when we get back from the break the 
lost and found cart will be empty.

PARENT PRIDE MONTHLY MEETING
We would like to invite you to attend a regular monthly 
parent meeting to learn about school related topics, and 
building our positive behavior/community building 
systems at school. Our next meeting will be held on 
January 16 at 8:05 am in the library. Co�ee and 
refreshments will be provided. Come and chat and 
learn more about Sierra Oaks and ways to support your 
child. We look forward to seeing you there! 

COMMUNITY FEEDBACK ON 
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS
Additionally, the district will be hosting an evening 
community review event at Choices Charter School, 
Room 15 on Jan. 29, 2019 from 4 to 7 p.m. Families, 
students and sta� members are encouraged to attend to 
provide feedback. For questions, please contact Loretta 
Naas at (916) 979-8782 or at loretta.naas@sanjuan.edu.

POSITIVE, BEHAVIOR, 
INTERVENTION & SUPPORT
Our PBIS team has been working very hard this year. 
We will be rebranding from PRIDE to PAWS (Promote 
Kindness, Act Respectfully, Work Responsibly and Stay 
Safe). This change has come about due to the need to 
address safety in school as well promoting kindness 
across our community. As the year moves forward, you 
will see signs slowly changing. Thank you for your 
support in promoting PAWS within our community. 



It’s not too late to join 
the conversation! 
San Juan Unified’s 
Safety Thought exchange 
process is still open to 
parents and students 
within the district. 
Visit www.sanjuan.edu/
safetyinput by Monday, 
Dec. 17 to share your 
feedback on school 
safety!

Friday, January 11
6:30 • In the MP ROOM

Annual Family Fun night 
with DJ Steve Buzzard! 
Everyone is welcome to 
this fun night of BINGO 

and disco dancing.  
Disco attire encouraged!

DISCO
BINGO!



Our students do amazing things every day! Our sta� is always on the lookout for students 
exemplifying PAWS (Promote kindness, Act respectfully, Work responsibly, Stay Safe). When 
students are seen going above and beyond, they receive a “Gotcha.” Students are celebrated 
as they enter the o�ce to enter their GOTCHA into the Thursday Ice Cream drawing, and 
starting today, will be publicly acknowledged in the bi-weekly Cougar Chronicle.  

Sierra Oaks is proud to recognize the following students receiving GOTCHAS over the last 
two weeks:

Bridges – Grade 1
Alayaisa King – Respect
Elijah Bridges – Participation
LayLay King – Participation

McHargue – Grade 1
Clara Muilenburg – Participation & 
Excellence
Isabella McDonald – Participation,
Dedication & Excellence (Math Wizard)

Briscoe – Grade 2
Holli Bridges – Respect, & Excellence
Athena Bourdaniotis – Excellence

Dronberger – Grade 2
Audrey Goldner – Integrity & Excellence
Reed Mitchell – Participation & Respect
Willie Jones – Participation, Respect, 
Integrity, Dedication & Excellence

Chiodo – Grade 2
Evelyn Avey – Participation
John Sando – Dedication
Maya Ismael – Respect

Sendejas – Grade 3
Finnegan O’Donnell – Excellence
Kaia Friend – Excellence

Huckell – Grade 3
Alivia Hall – Respect, Excellence
Reagan Macon – Respect
Myles Barlow – Integrity

Vella – Grade 3
Kingston Robinson – Participation, 
Respect, Integrity, Dedication & Excellence
Deion Kim – Dedication 

Kane/Macomber – Grade 4
Vivian Tachiera – Participation

Mugnaini – Grade 4
Zahara Mitchell – Dedication
Feliz Vo – Excellence

Benjamin – Grade 5
Lila Reynen – Participation & Excellence
Isaac Reynen – Participation
Maymana Mohammed Al Jumaili – 
Participation & Excellence

Gundlach – Grade 5
Adeith Cruz – Participation
Natalia Bautista – Dedication & Excellence

Winkler – Grade 5
Grace Knaus – Excellence
Kousha Mohammadali Pour – Excellence

Faulkner – Grade 7
Yusra Al-Duhemi – Participation, Respect, 
Integrity, Dedication & Excellence
Angelina Currie – Participation, Respect, 
Integrity, Dedication & Excellence


